
Voluntary Local Review

- Review of SDGs at local level -

Junichi Fujino

Principal Researcher

Programme Director of City Taskforce

Insitute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES)

International Forum on SDGs for Regional Revitalization 2021
14th January 2021



2

What is SDGs?

 SDGs is the core part of ”Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development” adopted at the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Summit on 25 September 2015.

 This UN agenda starts as “Preamble” and follows as “Declaration”, 

“Sustainable Development Goals and targets” (writes down all 17 

goals and 169 targets), “Means of implementation and the Global 

Partnership”, and “Follow-up and review”.

 It is highlighted “Voluntary” and “Nationally-led” in the chapter of 

“Follow-up and review”. It also stipulates that the follow-up and 

review at global level will be done at “High Level Political Forum 

(HLPF)”.

 Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) are set as plenary session of 

HLPF since 2016 and Government of Japan reported her VNR report 

in the year of 2017.

Sep 2015



3

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
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Handbook for the preparation of
Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs)

UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(DESA) summarizes review process and way of 
writing VNRs report including table of contents 
into a handbook annually.

This handbook includes not only reviewing Goals, 
but also “integration of SDGs into policies”, “no 
one will be left behind”, “integration of the 
economic, social and environmental dimensions”.

Participation of multi-stakeholders is highly 
recommended.

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/27024Handbook_2021_EN.pdf
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What is VLR?

 Voluntary Local Review of SDGs

 VLR was firstly recognized at HLPF2018 in July 2018, New York 

when Mr. Kitahashi (Mayor of Kitakyushu City) launched VLR 

reports for City of Kitakyushu, City of Toyama, Town of Shimokawa

besides City of New York. 

 Mr. Suzuki (Mayor of Hamamatsu City) also launched her VLR report 

for City of Hamamatsu at SDGs summit (once a four years) in Sep 

2019 in New York.

 Major Urban Forums start to includes VLR sessions.

 UN DESA organized an online VLR workshop in June 2020.

 VLR is now globally recognized as the way to report the progress of 

SDGs at local level.
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https://archive.iges.or.jp/en/sdgs/report.html

July 2018
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https://www.iges.or.jp/en/projects/vlr

Since March 2019



8

(ellipsis)

https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/oda/sdgs/pdf/Revised_implementation_guideline_EN_2.pdf

Dec 2019

by Government of Japan
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/
269252020_HLPF_Presidents_summary.pdf

July 2020
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/269252020_HLPF_Presidents_summary.pdf
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Subnational reviews of SDG implementation, also called the 
Voluntary Local Reviews, were highlighted as useful for 
increasing local commitment to the SDGs and for integrating the 
Goals into strategies, budgeting, procurement procedures and 
other key areas. Inclusion of local and regional governments in 
the Voluntary National Reviews was also stressed. 

SDGs実施の地域での進捗レビュー、またはいわゆる「Voluntary 
Local Reviews（地域における自発的なSDGs進捗レビュー」が、
地域でのSDGsへのコミットメントを増していくこと、および、SDGs

のゴールを（自治体の）戦略、予算、調達手段、その他の主要
な分野と統合するために有益であることが強調された。自治体
政府を「Voluntary National Reviews」に含めていくことも強調さ
れた。（藤野仮訳）

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/269252020_HLPF_Presidents_summary.pdf

HLPF2020経済社会理事会会長サマリーより抜粋
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https://www.unescap.org/resources/asia-pacific-regional-guidelines-voluntary-local-reviews
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https://sdgs.un.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews
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Recommended Structure of Reporting in VNR Handbook 2021

1. Opening Statement／市長等からのメッセージ
2. Highlights／ハイライト
3. Introduction／はじめに
4. Methodology and process for preparation of the review／レビューの方法とプロセス
5. Policy and enabling environment／政策＆実現を可能にする環境
a. Creating ownership of the Sustainable Development ／主体性の創出
b. Incorporation of the SDGs in national frameworks／既存枠組への統合
c. Integration of the economic, social and environmental dimensions／経済・社会・環境の調和
d. Leaving no one behind／誰一人取り残されない
e. Institutional mechanisms／組織・制度
f. Structural issues／構造的課題

6. Progress on Goals and targets／ゴール＆ターゲットの達成状況
7. Means of implementation／実施の方法
8. Conclusion and next steps／結論と次のステップ
Annexes／別添
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IGES(2020) State of the Voluntary 
Local Reviews 2020:Local Action for 
Global Impact in Achieving the SDGs

https://www.iges.or.jp/jp/pub/vlrs-2020/en
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fujino@iges.or.jp

Sustainable Sustainable

Development

starts from 

your ground.

VLR is a now 

common tool 

to show your 

SDGs progress 

at local level.


