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95% of future urban growth will happen in 
Africa and Asia

62% of world’s urban population currently 
living in small and medium sized cities 
with less than one million inhabitants 

Only 9% of global urban population resides 
in megacities (of more than 10 million 
people) 

Challenges of rapid spatial expansion of 
cities (metropolitanization, suburbanization 
or uncontrolled peri-urbanization) 

Informality is the dominant characteristic 
of urban spatial expansion in developing 
countries 

Urban trends
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Disadvantage of Sprawl
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From “Business as usual” to “Sustainable Urban Development”

Urban Sprawl >  Compact

Segregation >  Integrated

Congestion >  Connected
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New vision of the city

Economically productive, socially inclusive and environmentally sustainable

 Higher density
 Minimum zoning
 Mixed land use
 Minimum mobility demand
 Public transport (mass transit)
 Walkable city
 Energy efficient
 Minimize trunk infrastructure costs
 Maximize agglomeration economies
 Maximize urbanization economies
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Sustainable Urban Mobility

• Sustainable urban mobility requires 
a conceptual leap. The purpose is 
to gain access to destinations, 
activities, services and goods. 

• Urban planning and design should 
focus on how to bring people and 
places together, by creating cities 
that focus on accessibility, rather 
than simply increasing the length 
of urban transport infrastructure.

• Urban form and the functionality 
of the city are key, highlighting the 
need for integrated land-use 
planning

9



10

Leveraging Density in Medellin, Colombia

Metrocable system uses cheap, 
clean technology to: 

• Bring access to poor, 
inaccessible neighbourhoods on 
steep hillsides

• Reduce emissions
• Make existing densities viable
• Link to and generate demand for 

existing mass transit network in 
city centre

©J Julio Davila
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• A new generation of 
NATIONAL URBAN POLICIES 
• Urban patterns for a green 
economy through           
CITY-REGION PLANNING
• Creating sustainable urban 
space through         
PLANNED CITY EXTENSIONS
• Implementation through 
LAND READJUSTMENT

New Approaches for a New Urban Agenda
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Thank you!

www.unhabitat.org
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