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What i1s SDGSs? Sep 2015

SDGs is the core part of "Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development” adopted at the United Nations
Sustainable Development Summit on 25 September 2015.

This UN agenda starts as “Preamble” and follows as “Declaration”,
“Sustainable Development Goals and targets” (writes down all 17
goals and 169 targets), “Means of implementation and the Global
Partnership”, and “Follow-up and review”.

It is highlighted “Voluntary” and “Nationally-led” in the chapter of
“Follow-up and review”. It also stipulates that the follow-up and
review at global level will be done at “High Level Political Forum
(HLPF)”.

Voluntary National Reviews (VNRS) are set as plenary session of
HLPF since 2016 and Government of Japan reported her VNR report
In the year of 2017.
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Voluntary National Reviews Database

As part of its follow-up and review mechanisms, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development encourages

member states to "conduct regular and inclusive reviews of progress at the national and sub-national levels,

which are country-led and country-driven" (paragraph 79). These national reviews are expected to serve as
a basis for the regular reviews by the high-level political forum (HLPF), meeting under the auspices of
ECOSOC. As stipulated in paragraph 84 of the 2030 Agenda, reqular reviews by the HLPF are to be voluntary,
state-led, undertaken by both developed and developing countries, and involve multiple stakeholders.

The voluntary national reviews (VNRs) aim to facilitate the sharing of experiences, including successes,
challenges and lessons learned, with a view to accelerating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The
VNRs also seek to strengthen policies and institutions of governments and to mobilize muiti-stakeholder
support and partnerships for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.

This online review platform is dedicated to compiling information from countries participating in the
voluntary national reviews of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development.

The documents and reports submitted by States that are available on this website have been placed on the
platform as received from those States. The designations employed do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any
country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning its frontiers or boundaries (scroll down).

VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEWS

FEATURED

New: Letter of the President of
ECOSOC on the Voluntary National
Reviews (VNRs) at HLPF 2021 (30
July)

2019 Voluntary National Reviews
Synthesis Report

UPDATED Voluntary common
reporting guidelines for voluntary
national reviews at the high-level
political forum for sustainable
development (HLPF)
Multi-stakeholder engagement in
2030 Agenda implementation: A
review of VNR Reports (2016-2019)
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HANDBOOK|:

FOR THE PREPARATION OF

The 2021 Edition

Departmcnl of Lossnmic aml Social AMaie (IS0
2 1 mited Nations

Handbook for the preparation of
Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs)

€ UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(DESA) summarizes review process and way of
writing VNRs report including table of contents
into a handbook annually.

@ This handbook includes not only reviewing Goals,
but also “integration of SDGs into policies”, “no
one will be left behind”, “integration of the
economic, social and environmental dimensions” .

@ Participation of multi-stakeholders is highly
recommended.

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/27024Handbook_2021_ EN.pdf
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What is VLR?

Voluntary Local Review of SDGs

VLR was firstly recognized at HLPF2018 in July 2018, New York
when Mr. Kitahashi (Mayor of Kitakyushu City) launched VLR

reports for City of Kitakyushu, City of Toyama, Town of Shimokawa
besides City of New York.

Mr. Suzuki (Mayor of Hamamatsu City) also launched her VLR report
for City of Hamamatsu at SDGs summit (once a four years) in Sep
2019 in New York.

Major Urban Forums start to includes VLR sessions.
UN DESA organized an online VLR workshop in June 2020.

VLR is now globally recognized as the way to report the progress of
SDGs at local level.
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July 2018

Shimokawa Town the
Sustainable Development
Goeals (SDGs) Report
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https://archive.iges.or.jp/en/sdgs/report.ntml

Sustainable Development Goals Reports on Cities
- Launch of the World-First Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) on

[I—_— . shimokawa, Toyama, and Kitakyushu
Toyama City the Sustainable
Development Goals Report - 18 July—IGES is pleased to announce the launch of several Sustainable Developmeant Goals (SDMGs) / Valuntary
E:?ﬁiﬂ?;f:ﬂlﬁmd Local Review (VLR) Reports today on the sidelines of the 2018 UN High Level Palitical Forum held in New Yark.
Netwarks - The VLR reparts decument the efforts of three local authorities in Japan waorking to advance the SDGs—namely,
Shimokawa Town [Hokkaido), Tovama City (Tovama Prefectura}, and Kitakyushu City (Fukucka Prefectura), which
led o their selection as “S0Gs Future Gities”™ by the Japanese government in June 2018,
The reparts, jointly written with IGES, comprise some of the first 300G reporing carried out by local governments
anvwhere in the world, All reports are structured around the "Handbook for the Preparation of Yoluniany Mational
Reviews: 2018 Edition”, taking into account specific characteristics and the level of progress on SDG initiatives in
sach respaciiva city, While all cities recagnise the importance of engaging in the SDG agenda, many ara still
working to find ways o adapi the Goals info their local context with regard to implementation and monitoring.
Thesa reports seek to contribute to the sharing of good practices an the SDGs between local autharities,
illustrating how three Japanese cities are driving action on the S0DGs both in terms of policy and planning,

£iaa gL

vy ikl

www.iges.or.jp IGES Institute for Global Environmental Strategies 6



IGES Climate Change | Ecosystems Govemnance ’ Green Economy ’ Susta;r:%bé)erocd%ré%gwption

VLR LQb Since March 2019

This online platform provides all you need to know about cities and regions taking a lead on “Voluntary Local Reviews.’

VLR Lab Home About VLR Background
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https://www.iges.or.jp/en/projects/vir
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SDGs Imelementatinn Guiding Princieles Revised Edition
Dec 2019

(temporary translation)

by Government of Japan December 22, 2016

SDGs Promotion Headquarters
December 20, 2019

Partial Revision

1 Introduction

(1) Significance of the 2030 Agenda
In today’s global economy where people, goods and capital move world-wide, global

issues such as climate change, natural disasters and infectious diseases often occur across the
border one after another, hampering economic growth and causing severe impacts on social
(ellipsis)

The Government of Japan will proactively participate in and contribute to the global
follow-up and review process of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda through participation
in the UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). For the HLPF's
Voluntary National Review (VNR), periodic reviews will be conducted at the appropriate timing.
The active implementation of Voluntary Local Review (VLR), in coordination with local
governments, will also be encouraged. In addition, Japan will cooperate with the STI Forum and

“contribute to the formulation of the STl for SDGs roadmap implemented by the United Nations.

Review of the Implementation Guiding Principles will be carried out continuously at
least every four years in accordance with the UN SDG summit cycle. At that time, the review
will be conducted with the participation of a wide range of stakeholders, just as revision of this
Implementation Guiding Principle was.

5://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/oda/sdgs/pdf/Revised_implementation_guideline_EN_2.pdf
(End of text)



July 2020 Summary by the President of the
Economic and Social Council of
the high-level political forum on
sustainable development
convened under the auspices of
the Council at its 2020 session

Introduction

The high-level political forum on sustainable
development under the auspices of the
Economic and Social Council convened from 7
to 16 July 2020, in a virtual format due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. It included a three-day
ministerial segment, from 14 to 16 July 2020.

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/
269252020 HLPF_Presidents_summary.pdf
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and promote the renewable energy industry
and to quickly extend access to renewable
energy technologies in underserved areas,
including through public and private finance,
are critical in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis,
and called for the deployment of modern
renewables to be scaled up in all end-use
sectors, with private sector investment and
appropriate governance, institutional and
regulatory structures. Innovation is critical in all
aspects of the energy system to arrive at zero
emissions by 2050, requiring concurrent
deployment of various technological options.
Digitalization in managing modern energy
systems and reducing energy demand growth
was highlighted. The High-level Dialogue on
Energy to be convened in 2021 provides an
important opportunity to forge new
transformational partnerships.

Bﬂfsten'ng local action to control the

pandemic and accelerate implementation
___________________________________________________________________________|

The Forum stressed the critical role that local
and regional governments are playing in

Subnational reviews of SDG implementation,
also called the Voluntary Local Reviews, were
highlighted as useful for increasing local
commitment to the SDGs and for integrating
the Goals into strategies, budgeting,
procurement procedures and other key areas.
Inclusion of local and regional governments in
the Voluntary National Reviews was also
stressed.

Transformative pathways to realize the
2030 Agenda: a whole of society approach
taking into account the impact of COVID19
(Stakeholder perspective)

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating
and highly disproportionate impact on the most
vulnerable communities, notably women,
children, persons with disabilities, youth,
indigenous peoples, refugees and internally
displaced persons (IDPs) and other vulnerable
groups identified in the 2030 Agenda in
communities all over the world, exacerbating
pre-existing economic, social, and

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/269252020_ HLPF_Presidents_summary.pdf
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Subnational reviews of SDG implementation, also called the
Voluntary Local Reviews, were highlighted as useful for
increasing local commitment to the SDGs and for integrating the
Goals into strategies, budgeting, procurement procedures and
other key areas. Inclusion of local and regional governments in
the Voluntary National Reviews was also stressed.

SDGsEED MK THERH L E 21—, Fi=1&L HrP B Voluntary
Local Reviews (g [ZH (5 B FHRIESDGsEH L E 21— | HY,
i TODSDGsADAZYRAVREFIELTL I &, KU, SDGs
NDI—IILZz(BRAD)EE, FE.AEFEK. TOMMHDOITE
HRHEMEITE-OIZERTHACEIEFASINT-, BAIK
BT Z [ Voluntary National Reviews J[Z&®H TULW I EE 5@ S
nt-, (BEEFRER)

HLPF2020 R F 2B ER KR —FUk#
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/269252020 HLPF_Presidents_summary.pdf
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Feooemic and Socal rie for Asis and the Pucifie

Asia-Pacific Regional Guidelines On Voluntary
Local Reviews

Asia-Pacific Regiow MANUALS AND TRAINING MATERIALS

Guidelines on 30 October 2020
Voluntary Local Reviews
oG 10CB) YOO T OCORNERD C9GH for the As part of its follow-up and review mechanisms, the 2030 Agenda encourages member States to "conduct regular and

Sustnebie Development Gosk 4 ) 3 , ) X - : .
servesmes e iee inclusive reviews of progress at the national and subnational levels, which are country-led and country-driven”. As part of

this review, starting in 2016, countries have presented their Voluntary National Reviews to the High-Level Political Forum
on Sustainable Development. Inspired by the VNRs, local and regional governments are increasingly engaging in their own
subnational reviews — the Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs), which have proven useful for cities and regions to foster SDG
localization and demonstrate local governments' capacity and commitments,

Although gaining in momentum, the VLR process does not have any official status as part of the formal follow-up and
review processes hosted by the UN. There exists no specific template or official format that cities can follow if they
choose to undertake a VLR. Developed in partnership with the Penang Platform for Sustainable Urbanization, the Asia-
Pacific Regional Guidelines on Voluntary Local Reviews builds on existing resources and provides practical tools,
checklists, and templates that local governments and other stakeholders can use when reviewing local progress against
@ESCAP = the SDGs. The content is designed to provide cities with context regarding the 2030 Agenda as well as guidance specific
' to the region to help them decide where to start, how to start and what to keep in mind when conducting a VLR.

E Asia-Pacific Regional Guidelines
On Voluntary Local Reviews Share this article n D m

https://www.unescap.org/resources/asia-pacific-regional-guidelines-voluntary-local-reviews
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...
https://sdgs.un.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews

# Welcome to the United Nations

Department of Economic and Social Affairs n
Sustainable Development

\
SDG Knowledge ~ | Intergovernmental Processes ~ | HLPF SIDS  Partnerships Engage ~ _

Topics

Voluntary Local
Reviews

Reports from Local Authorities

You can see below a few examples from local local authorities on their contribution to SDG implementation

If you would Iike to submit & Voluntary Local Review report developed by your city/region/province, please, send a pdf version to dsdg@un.org with the
Subject: Voluntary Local Review from [Add the name of the city/region/province and country]. Submissions are reviewed on a regular basis,

Agenda 2030 on the local level: implementation of the un 2020 English Bonn City of Bonn City Gemnany
sustainable development goals in bonn

Voluntary Local Review - Buenos Aires Adaptation of the 2020 English lirike Buenos Aires Buenos Aires  Cily Argentina

2030 Agenda (2020) City

Ghent Sustainability Report 2020 - Voluntary Local Review 2020 English lirtk Ghent City of Ghent  City Belgium

Vibrancy, Inclusion, and Openness; a Mega-City's Road 2020  English lirike Guangzhau City of City China 13

Tawards Greaen Nevalanment - LK S0Gs Goanazhon Guanaz=hoon



B
Recommended Structure of Reporting in VNR Handbook 2021

1. Opening Statement /T {KFENHLD Ayt —

2. Highlights. /7 \1 514k

3. Introduction/ [FZL&HI(Z

4. Methodology and process for preparation of the review.” LEa—®MAXEETOEX
5. Policy and enabling environment.” B3k & EIRF [ REIZ T HIRIE

a. Creating ownership of the Sustainable Development ./ KR D A H

b. Incorporation of the SDGs in national frameworks,” BXfF N DR S

c. Integration of the economic, social and environmental dimensions.” #& & ft & - IRIBED AN
d. Leaving no one behind./ #— AHRUZRINLLY
e. Institutional mechanisms.” #H#5; - §l| & o

Ey BCHOTE R MIAT R ]
Tt O SUATAISAILE TV ELOEM T

f. Structural issues.” {& & HIZEE
6. Progress on Goals and targets.”/J— /)L &2—4" YD ZEFUIK5R HANDBOOK i
7. Means of implementation.” E D A% B v
8. Conclusion and next steps./ #EiHERD ATV
Annexes.” Bl ifs The 2021 Edition
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Policy and enabling environment Progress
Statement Creati Integration on
City by the mﬁr m'u'T‘EFSr:‘I?FI . 5DG z?the LEE::S Institutional S?'Llcmral Goals impl':il:am Uf, Conclusion
Mayor of the alignment three behind mechanisms | 1SSUEs and
dimensions targets
—_
Kitakyushu * * * * * * * . * * *
Mew York . * * & [ * ] . * L +*
Toyama * * * * * * ] . * * *
Shimokawa * * * * * * * * * * *
229 |
Bristol * * * L ] P * * * * . *
Buenos Aires . . * * L * * . * * *
Hamamatsu * * * * * * * * * * *
Helsinki * * ™ * ™ ™ ¥* . * . *
La Paz * * ™ * * * ¥* * * X *
Los Angeles * * * * . * * . * . *
Mew Taipei * * * * [ L] * . * ™ *
Mew York * * * * . * * . * » *
Santana * * it * [ . * . * * *
Taipei * * * * . . . - * * *
Manheim * - * * ™ * * . ¥ * W
Oaxaca . * * * * ™ ™ * +*
IEGEND IGES(2020) State of the Voluntary
e VIR refors fo this element * VLR does not refer to this element Local Reviews 2020:Local Action for
& VLR refers partially to this element # VLR refers to other documents, polidies, or mechanisms

Global Impact in Achieving the SDGs

https://www.iges.or.jp/jp/pub/vlirs- 20207en
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Sustainable
Development
starts from
your ground.

VLR is a now
common tool
to show your
SDGs progress Junichi FUJINO
at local level. I
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