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Helping growing intermediate 
cities in Latin America and the 
Caribbean to identify, sort and 
prioritize long term 
infrastructure and sustainability 
projects to improve the quality 
of life, employing a 
multidisciplinary and cross-
sectional approach.



1. Challenges



Why Cities?
Share of main cities’ GDP in country GDP vs. demographic weight of the city



Latin America and the Caribbean
High Urbanization Rate

Population living in urban areas (%)



Intermediate cities are growing faster
City GDP growth vs national growth. 2010











Environmental Degradation

Wastewater: Less than 15% is treated before discharge
Solid Waste: proper final disposal < 50%. Only 2.2% is 
recycled
Air quality: Air quality exceeded the WHO maximum 
recommended level in 30 large and intermediate cities



Violence and Insecurity



Inequality and Poverty

Informal housing: 32% of urban population lives in informal housing 
areas
Poverty: 66% of the poor live in cities. 57% are employed in the informal 
sector
Inequality: Overall, cities in the region are the most unequal cities of the 
world (UN Habitat 2012)



2. Response



Implementation of the Emerging and 
Sustainable Cities Initiative

















Strategic Partnerships



Local Development Institutions



Universities and Institutes



Donors



Private Sector



3. Cities





Status of the program
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