




Portland story begins at a clearing by the river…heading to the sea. 



Steady growth based on the harvest on nature’s bounty. 
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Electric power generated by hydropower 







Electric power generated by hydropower 



An urban region shaped by electric mobility 



An urban region shaped by electric mobility 



Cue the shift to fossil fuel transportation 



Post-war planning and flight to the suburbs 







Demise of the Mt. Hood Freeway – the birth of demo-cratic transportation 



1969 - 1978 – Watershed events that change the course of Portland’s Future  

PORTLAND 1970s: 
180 DAYS OF AIR QUALITY VIOLATIONS 

 
1969: TriMet  
 
1972: Portland Plan 
 
1973: Senate Bill 100 
 
1978: METRO 



Urban Growth Boundary 



1970 - 1986: Light Rail 



Renewal of activism…civic places…livable communities 
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1986: Portland to Gresham – The first light rail – Introduction of new public process 



1998 Portland to Hillsboro Westside Light Rail Project 



Westside Light Rail Project 



Light Rail project – Places of Convergence 



Light Rail project – Places of Convergence 



2001: Airport MAX – The power of partnerships 



2004: Yellow Line restoring neighborhoods 



2009: WES Commuter Rail 



2009: I-205 Green Line Light Rail 
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2009: I-205 Green Line Light Rail 



2009: Green Line Light Rail – Portland Mall Revitalization project 



2009: Green Line – The Portland Mall becomes… a Great Street 



2009: Green Line Light Rail – Portland Mall Revitalization project 



2009: Green Line – The Portland Mall becomes… a Great Street 



Integrating Transit with Community Development  



MAX Rail System: 25 years in making 



Regional Connectivity 



2015: Portland/Milwaukie – Bridging to the next generation 



Bridging to the next generation 





Creating an Integrated Future…a part of the nature of the city 
©  Josh Partee 
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Creating an Integrated Future…a part of the nature of the city 



Commitment to our Future 



What do we value about Portland… 
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What do we value about Portland… 



What do we value about Portland… 

©  Jeremy Bittermann 



What do we value about Portland… 



Green Dividends  



Future Growth 



50% more people will be living in Portland by 2030 



effective business tax rate 
in the U.S. 

#1 

$0 

#2 
location in the U.S. for 
new investment 

sales tax 

#1 
manufacturing location 

TOP 10 
best state for business & overall 
business climate 

#2  
most innovative state 

TOP 5 
best state for quality of life 



Portland Attractiveness 

Portland 
15.2 

Seattle 
15.9 

Sacramento 
20.3 

Los Angeles 
32.3 

San Diego 
32.7 

San Jose 
54.3 

SF 
66.5 

Cost of Living Index (% of above U.S. Average)



1,500,000 Residents w/n UGB 

65,600 Businesses 

33,229 acres of natural areas 

830 miles of rivers and streams 

25 cities 

3 counties 

1 region 

HOME 



Portland is a magnet for 24 - 35 year olds; one of the top 5 net importers of talent 



Innovation - Outranking Chicago, Los Angeles & New York in Patents 



History, Cultural Identity, and Social Connections 



History, Cultural Identity, and Social Connections 



Top 10 Best U.S. Place to Retire 

#1 Largest Sports Products Sector 
in the U.S. 

#1 in Output Growth 
#2 in Export Intensity 

#1 Beer City in the U.S. 

#1 Greenest City in the U.S. 

#1 Most Livable City in the U.S. #1 Largest Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Industry in the U.S. 
  
#1 Bike Friendly City #1 Green Building Projects 
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